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Connect Transit helps celebrate Library Card Sign-Up Month  

with free bus rides for Bloomington-Normal library cardholders 
 

BLOOMINGTON — In celebration of Library Card Sign-Up Month, Connect Transit is teaming up with Bloomington 
Public Library and Normal Public Library to offer free bus fares throughout the month of September to any rider 
who shows their Bloomington or Normal library card when boarding a Connect Transit fixed route or mobility 
vehicle. Those who ride for free are not limited to travel which drops them near one of the public libraries, though 
this is certainly welcome. 

“Providing access to public libraries and expanding people’s opportunities to learning resources is a significant part of 
Connect Transit’s mission and our obligation to the citizens of Bloomington and Normal. We are excited to partner 
with the Bloomington and Normal Public libraries to introduce their cardholders to the convenience of public transit 
and offer current public transit riders who have library cards a free ride to two great community resources,” said 
David Braun, Connect Transit General Manager.   

Library Card Sign-Up Month is spearheaded nationally each September by the American Library Association to mark 
the beginning of the school year with a goal to ensure that every child signs up for their own library card. In 
Bloomington-Normal, the two public libraries already provide library cards to every student in District 87 schools 
and Unit 5 schools. 

Connect Transit is helping us spread the word that all residents, regardless of age, are eligible for free library cards; 
that we’re here to help get those cards; and we’re here to help navigate the many services the library has to offer," 
said Jeanne Hamilton, Director of Bloomington Public Library. 

Residents of Normal should visit Normal Public Library or normalpl.org/form/library-account-application to receive a 
library card. Residents of Bloomington should visit Bloomington Library or bloomingtonlibrary.org/get-a-card to 
receive a library card. Questions can be directed to 309.590.6123 for Bloomington residents and 309.452.1757 for 
Normal residents. 

"We are thrilled to be partnering with Connect Transit and Bloomington Public Library to promote the value of having 
a library card during Library Card Sign-Up Month. Books can take you all over the world, and now your library card 
can take you anywhere Connect Transit goes! We are thankful to Connect Transit's board for their generosity, and for 
helping us celebrate the joy of having a library card," said John Fischer, Interim Director of Normal Public Library. 

A similar promotion is occurring west of Bloomington-Normal, where CityLink (Greater Peoria Mass Transit District) 
users will ride for free during the month of September when they present a library card from the Peoria, Peoria 
Heights, Fondulac, or Pekin libraries.  
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